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Higher Education – A Guide for Parents
This booklet is intended to provide you with information about Higher Education (HE) and to help
you take an active role in preparing your son or daughter for this next, very important, stage in their
lives.
Over the next 18 months your son or daughter will need to make a number of key decisions about
their future beyond King Edward’s, and the information contained in these pages is designed to
help you understand the processes involved. These are just a few of the questions that your son
or daughter may be asking themselves:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Is university right for me?
Do I want to continue studying?
What do I want to study and where?
Will a degree help me to do what I want to do afterwards?
What about finance and student debt?
Would apprenticeships be better?
Should I go straight into work?
Should I take a Gap Year?

There are many different routes to Higher Education and it is important that your son or daughter
makes the best possible choices for their future success and happiness.

The Routes to Higher Education
The majority of KES students apply to UK universities through the Universities and Colleges
Central Admissions Service, known as UCAS. Through this system sixth formers may apply for
foundation, first degree and sometimes masters courses (BA, BSc, BEd, MEng etc.). Over 400 HE
institutions are listed on UCAS and there are approximately 50,000 courses to choose from. For
foundation courses in Art or Higher National Diploma (HND) courses and for places to read Music
at a Conservatoire, a separate system exists and Mr. Piggott and Miss Forsey are happy to offer
advice.
Students can also decide to apply to universities outside the UK. There is no central co-ordinating
system for this; the application process is a little more complicated and the timescales are often
different from the UK. The HE team provides support on an individual basis for students choosing
this route.
A growing number of students are also showing interest in applying for Higher and Degree Level
Apprenticeships. Again, there is no one central system for this route to HE and different
timescales may apply. As with non-UK university applications, the HE team provides support for
any students wishing to pursue these options.

An overview of the HE Programme
As the majority of KES students tend to apply to UK universities, the core of our HE programme is
built around preparation for and delivery of the UCAS system. The principal elements of our HE
programme are outlined on the following page.
Due to Covid 19, some of these activities may not be able to take place in their current
format – we may have to organise them remotely or arrange for elements of the programme
to be delivered on-line. However, we will ensure that your son/daughter receives all the help
and advice offered to students in previous years.
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Autumn Term of Lower Sixth

Spring Term of Lower Sixth

Introduction into HE
Explanation of our Work Experience
programme
Applying to Oxbridge
Careers in Accountancy, Consultancy &
Finance - and the soft skills required (PWC)
‘Meet’ the Experts – discussion forums
Small group student sessions on how to
research courses and universities
Careers and HE talks

HE sessions continue with students
researching courses and universities
(delivered through Foundation Studies)
KES University Fair 29th January
‘Meet’ the Experts – discussion forums
Applying to Medical School
Applying to university outside the UK
Apprenticeships and Degree
Apprenticeships
The Gap Year experience
HE Parents’ Evening 11th March
Careers and HE talks continue

Summer Term of Lower Sixth

Autumn Term of Upper Sixth

Talks on admissions exams
Introduction into UCAS APPLY
Registration onto UCAS APPLY
Complete sections of the UCAS form
Workshops on writing CVs and
Personal Statements
KES Careers Fair 14th May
Visits to university Open Days
Careers and HE talks continue
BMAT preparation day
Careers Day preparing for work 8th July

Planning a GAP Year
Finalise choice of courses & universities
Submit completed UCAS form Oxbridge and Medics early
Medical Interview Day
Sit additional admissions tests
Practice Interviews
‘Attend’ interviews
Receive offers from chosen universities

Spring Term of Upper Sixth

Summer Term of Upper Sixth

Receive offers
The University Experience – returning
OEs
University offers and how to accept them
Narrow down to choice of 2 courses:
Firm & Insurance
Sort out student finance
Sort out university accommodation

Explanation of Clearing and how to make a
Post Qualification Application
Sit A Level exams
Collect results in August from KES
Accept CF or CI place
Or go through Clearing (Post Results Clinic)
Take Gap Year or
Head off to university in Autumn!
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This programme of events is supported by the information on the University & Careers section of
the school website, which provides clear guidance on the way UCAS works and how to make
informed decisions. Students are also encouraged to seek advice from their tutors throughout their
HE journey. We hope that you will encourage your son or daughter to make the most of the
forthcoming opportunities and to make good use of all the reference material available to them.
The HE programme for Lower Sixth students began in the Autumn Term, during PSHE day when
they were introduced to the University and apprenticeships on-line research programme ‘Unifrog’.
During their weekly Foundation Studies sessions, students have then received training in HE
research and a booklet containing information and ideas, which could be a useful starting point for
conversations at home.

Information and where to find it
There are many sources of information available, both digital and paper, and we’ll outline the most
popular during our presentation to parents in March.
We believe that careful and thorough research now, will be highly beneficial to students later on,
when they begin the complicated procedure of matching aptitude and ambition to realistic choices
of course and institution. Diligent research will help your son or daughter to make well-informed
decisions. It is rare for one of our students to “drop out” of his/her chosen course at university; we
believe this is a reflection of careful research at an early stage.
Students will be using the on-line Unifrog and the UCAS search facilities to research courses and
build their shortlist of suitable courses, but there are also many published sources of HE
information:
•

All the recognised guides to HE are held in the HE & Careers Library in the Sixth Form Centre
and The Gould Library also contains an extensive library of resources for HE.

•

University websites provide detailed, up-to-date information on the courses they offer and most
other aspects of student life.

•

Each Group Base is provided with a copy of Brian Heap’s “Degree Course Offers” for the
relevant year.

•

Further information exists on the HE and Careers section of the School website which also
provides hyperlinks to useful web-based resources.

•

The School intranet provides links to a number of careers and HE services.

•

Ultimately, however, Unifrog and www.ucas.com will provide answers to most questions
connected to applications for UK universities.

•

The L6 google classroom is updated almost daily with information about HE institutions, as well
as on-line courses, summer schools & open days and work experience opportunities.

University options
Of the 400 or so HE institutions listed on UCAS, the following universities (many of which belong to
the original ‘Russell Group’) remain very popular with KES students. However, the university
scene is changing as new and different courses are offered at very good universities that fall
outside this list.
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Bath
Birmingham
Bristol
Cambridge
Cardiff
Durham
Exeter
Edinburgh

Imperial College London
Kings College London
Leeds
Loughborough
London School of Economics
Manchester
Newcastle
Nottingham

Queen Mary College London
Oxford
Oxford Brookes
Sheffield
Southampton
University College London
Warwick
York

Choosing the correct course to study, rather than where to study it, should always be the
primary focus and students are encouraged to use on-line tools such as Unifrog to compare
courses at different institutions. The most important thing is that students try to match aspiration
with ability.
University league tables are a useful source of information for comparing courses and institutions,
but as rankings vary from year to year, we advise looking at on-line systems. Both The Times and
The Guardian newspapers publish their own guides and there are many others available – copies
are displayed in the Sixth Form Centre for reference. Please encourage your son or daughter to
look at the courses first (rather than the institution), as it is not always the case that the highestranked universities are the best place to study their chosen course. It is also worth noting that
some statistics are far more subjective than others (for example student satisfaction) and that not
all rankings are compiled based on the same data.

Highly competitive institutions and courses
Certain courses such as Dentistry, English, Law, Medicine, PPE and Veterinary Medicine are now
so competitive that most universities will require predicted (or actual for PQA students) A Level
grades of AAA or better. Similarly, the top ranked universities will require AAA or even A*AA for
most subjects. Competitive universities may also require candidates to submit supplementary
questionnaires or take additional admissions examinations.
Top universities are likely to require a very strong GCSE profile. Competition for places at Oxford,
Cambridge and Medical School is so intense that candidates really require the potential to obtain
A* grades at A Level and to have approximately 80% 9/8 grades at GCSE. It is very rare, but
not unknown, for students without this strong academic profile to be offered a place at
Oxbridge or Medical School. However, the results of any additional admissions examinations
and performance at interview are also taken into account, and if exceptional, may result in an offer
despite a relatively modest set of grades.
Some competitive courses (eg Medicine) do not like resits and therefore there may only be one
stab at this route (although graduate medicine would obviously still be an option later on). Getting
the best grades possible at the end of Upper Sixth is obviously a vital factor in realising aspirations.
Candidates for Oxbridge and Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary Science must complete their
UCAS application early. The application deadline for tutors to process these applications is
usually mid September in the Upper Sixth, therefore applicants for these courses should be
virtually “ready to go” once they return from the summer holidays.
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The process of application approval by tutors may take at least a full working week. Students need
to allow for this time between submitting their application to their tutor and their application being
finally sent to UCAS. This time lag is typically ten working days, but might be longer if there are
complications.
Oxbridge
All applicants for Oxbridge will be required to attend an interview as part of the admissions
process. Some colleges may ask to see some of the candidate’s work; some may set written tests
at interview; some Cambridge colleges may require Sixth Term Examination Papers (STEP) and
many courses have separate admissions examinations to be taken in November of the Upper
Sixth. Entry procedures for the universities of Oxford and Cambridge are more complicated than
average; Sixth formers who are contemplating an application to either university should
consult their tutors as early as possible. An introductory seminar on preparing for
Oxbridge takes place this term, but it is never too late for students to express interest.
Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary Science
Applicants for these courses are likely to be required to attend an interview as part of the
admissions process. This may take a number of forms from ‘traditional’ to ‘MMI’. A Medical
Interview Day, which includes information, advice, sample questions & answers and a practice
interview, is held in the Autumn Term of Upper Sixth for all potential applicants.
Many applicants will also need to sit additional admissions examinations - the UKCAT or BMAT
(which takes place in School in November of Upper Sixth). If your son or daughter is thinking of
applying for any of these three courses then relevant work experience, and for potential
medics some sort of volunteering, is vital. Please encourage them to visit Mrs Mandley, to
arrange suitable placements, if they have not already done so.
An introductory seminar on the application process for Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary Science
will be held later this term during Medsoc.

Arts Foundation Courses
Students may apply for Arts Foundation Courses either through UCAS APPLY, or independently.
It is likely that applicants will be called for interview and will be required to submit a portfolio of
work either prior to or at interview. Please encourage your son or daughter to talk to both their
tutor and Mr. Piggott (the head of art) for advice.

Music Conservatoires
For those wishing to follow a career in musical performance, an application can be made to UK
Music Conservatoires through UCAS APPLY. The deadline for submission of the completed
form is much earlier in the year and students should be prepared to ‘send’ their application
in the summer holidays of their Lower Sixth year. Please encourage your son or daughter to
talk to both their tutor and Mrs Forsey (the head of music) for advice.
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Applying to university in the UK – “APPLY”
All students will be trained in the use of the UCAS on-line university application system (APPLY) at
an appropriate time after the internal summer examinations.
All students who are intending to apply to a UK university (in the Autumn term of the Upper Sixth)
will make their application through the School via APPLY.
Application form
The on-line form includes sections on personal information, education (where all iGCSE and
GCSE examination grades must be entered), university and course choices and the Personal
Statement.
Students may apply to either Oxford or Cambridge (but not both) in the same year. All applicants
may currently choose five courses on the UCAS form, except for Dentistry, Medicine and
Veterinary Medicine, where they can only select four (plus one other non-medical option).
It is important that these choices contain a range of courses with required A Level grades at and
below your son’s or daughter’s UCAS Predicted grade levels.
Choices should be made in consultation with your son’s or daughter’s tutor.
Personal Statement
This is a one page (maximum 4000 characters) document produced by your son or daughter that is
intended to show admissions tutors that they have the academic ability and all the qualities,
attributes, experience and skills to succeed on their chosen course. The Personal Statement is
‘approved’ by your son’s or daughter’s tutor and often passes back and forth between them a
number of times. Many students find writing their own Personal Statement a very difficult task.
They are not used to ‘selling’ themselves and it can take many drafts before the final piece is ready
to be submitted. Although we welcome parental support (and would wholly expect you to have
offered advice and perhaps proof-read it), the Personal Statement really does need to be your
son’s or daughter’s own work.
Academic Reference
As part of the application process, each student is provided with an academic reference from the
School. This is prepared by the tutor, from information collated from subject teachers, and is
designed to be as supportive as possible of the student’s course and university choices. Your
son’s or daughter’s UCAS Predicted grades are included in the academic reference.
Payment
There is a relatively small charge (approx. £25) fee for APPLY that must be made online, directly to
UCAS at the time of submitting the completed electronic application form.
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Deadlines for applications
Applications through APPLY can be submitted to UCAS from 1 September of the Upper Sixth year,
for Direct Entry in the following year or for Deferred Entry for the year after that. PQA students
apply in the Autumn post A levels, for entry to university in the following September/October. For
your son or daughter this means:
•
•
•

Direct Entry: for September 2022
Deferred Entry: for September 2023
PQA Entry: for September 2023

Early application is advisable: our deadline for sixth formers to complete their applications
is half term in the Autumn of the Upper Sixth.
For those applying to Oxbridge or for Medicine, Dentistry or Veterinary Science, the deadline for
submitting completed UCAS forms is much earlier - usually approximately two weeks into the
Autumn term. So it’s advisable to prepare the application during the Summer Term and holidays
so that it can be sent off right at the start of the Autumn term.
Our UCAS system closes for non-PQA students the week before Christmas. No further
applications can be processed beyond that point.
Once the application season opens on 1 September of the Upper Sixth, experience tells us that, for
most of our students, speed is of the essence. Early applications usually result in better outcomes
at A Level and earlier offers: a situation which tends to make Christmas more tolerable for
everyone! Typically over 90% of KES students who make an application, are holding one or more
offers from UK universities before Christmas (with the notable exception of Medicine and Oxbridge
where decisions are not normally confirmed until later in the New Year).
Once the application form has been sent to UCAS, your son or daughter can keep track of their
university responses via the UCAS on-line system TRACK.
Responding to offers
UK Universities make their offers for places based on three A level subjects, not four. (Very
occasionally however, when a student continues with four subjects, this may result in offers
requiring particular grades in all four.) Most offers are conditional, and most stipulate the grades
required (AAB, BBC etc.,) though some will specify, for instance, that the A grade must be in a
particular subject. Some universities may ask for UCAS points instead, for example 144, which is
the equivalent of three A grades at A level. (For some of you with older children who have been
through this process before, you will notice that the UCAS tariff has changed, with an A grade
worth 56 UCAS points instead of 120 in the old system). Some universities may give unconditional
offers, which is of course the case with all Post Qualification Applications.
Only when all responses from their chosen universities have been received do students have to
make final decisions. They are allowed to keep two Conditional Offers: one Firmly Accepted (CF),
and one Insurance (CI). The CI acceptance should be a lower offer than the CF. Students are not
obliged to keep an “insurance” (CI) offer, but we urge students to retain a sensible insurance offer,
just in case they do not achieve the grades required for their CF choice.
In most cases, early applications usually produce early offers, but in some subjects it may take
until the end of March of the Upper Sixth, before the last replies from universities are received.
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The deadline for your son’s or daughter’s responses to these Offers is published on the APPLY
website: the deadline is usually in May, but it does depend to some extent on what date the last
reply from universities was received. Sixth formers are strongly advised to consult their tutors
before making their decisions.

Interview Preparation
As part of the application process, students applying to Oxford or Cambridge or to read Medicine,
Dentistry, Veterinary Science, Nursing, Teaching or Architecture are likely to be called for
interview, before receiving an offer. In preparation for this, practice interviews are arranged for all
Oxbridge candidates in the Autumn Term. In addition, Heads of Department may arrange
interview practice for those students most likely to be called for interview, given their choices of
course and institution. However, any student who wishes to experience interview practice may
request it.
For students applying to read Medicine, Dentistry or Veterinary Science, the School organises a
full Medical Interview Day (which includes a practice interview). This also takes place in the
Autumn Term.
Resources to help prepare students for academic and vocational interviews are available in the HE
& Careers Library, and further advice is provided through our Upper Sixth Open Forum
programme.
The School also keeps records of past interview experiences, which are available for current
students to read – on request to the Higher Education team. We would encourage all students who
are called to interview to use this valuable facility which includes thousands of past interview
experiences.

Additional University Admission Examinations
A number of competitive universities and university courses now find it impossible to distinguish
between the many students who achieve A*/A grades at Advanced Level. Law, Medicine and
Veterinary Science and many Oxbridge colleges now require that students take additional
examinations, like those listed below:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

BMAT
UKCAT
LNAT
CAT
HAT
ELAT
MAT
MLAT
PAT
PHAT
TSA
STEP

Medicine
Medicine
Law
Classics
History
English
Maths
Languages
Physics
Philosophy, Theology
Chemistry, Economics, Geography and many others
Cambridge Maths

This list changes every year – please see the University & Careers section of the School website
for up-to-date information and further details. (Please note that the information currently displayed
is for the Upper Sixth year, but it will be amended as soon as the new data becomes available later
on this term.)
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Students will be given more detailed information on the registration process and the particular
requirements of each examination in the Summer Term. They will also attend sessions on ‘How to
Prepare’ for the various examinations next term. Academic departments may also help students
prepare for these examinations through individual sessions in the Autumn Term of Upper Sixth.
With the exception of UKCAT and LNAT, which are registered for independently and sat at various
locations around the country at a date selected by the student, all other Additional Admissions
Examinations are sat in School, usually at the end of October or early November of the Upper
Sixth.
Please note that these examinations are likely to fall during half term in the Autumn Term. If
your son or daughter needs to take any of these examinations, he or she must be in School
on that day. Once the date is confirmed for 2021, the information on the School website will be updated.

Academic Grades
Over the course of sixth form, your son or daughter will receive a number of different sets of
grades, including ‘Progress’ and ‘UCAS Predicted’ grades. In addition to providing a note of
realism and prompting your son or daughter perhaps to review their application and attitude to
academic work, we would also encourage students to use these grades to inform their research
into suitable courses and universities.
Progress Grades
To help students determine how they are currently working, ‘Progress Grades’, will be reported
approximately every half term. For internal purposes only, these grades should help students to
focus their interest on appropriate HE courses. Students should use Unifrog to try and select
courses where the GCSE and A level requirements match their own results and current grades.
UCAS Predicted Grades
UCAS Predicted grades will be produced in the Summer Term after the results of the internal mock
examinations have been received. These grades will be based on their examination performance
and will be submitted to UCAS as part of their application. These grades are considered ‘nonnegotiable’ by the School. However, all grades are subject to a review period – the remainder of
the Summer Term and the beginning of the Autumn Term of Upper Sixth. During this time, if a
student regularly completes work worthy of a higher grade in a certain subject, then with the
approval of the Head of Department and with supporting evidence from subject teachers, students
may have their grades altered to reflect this. The altered predicted grade would then be submitted
to UCAS.
For students applying for Veterinary Science, Medicine, Dentistry or the colleges of Oxford or
Cambridge, the review period is shorter, and any grade alteration will need to be made at the end
of the Summer Term ready for submission to UCAS early in the Autumn. (Realistically however, if
their internal examination results are lower than expected, it may be worth students re-considering
or delaying their applications to these highly competitive courses and universities.)
Students whose UCAS Predicted grades are disappointing may be encouraged to consider the
PQA route.
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It is essential that students are realistic and well prepared, and that they listen to the advice of their
tutors, subject teachers and members of the HE Team. For example, the competitive courses and
the competitive institutions may well have a threshold number of GCSE grade A or A* passes
required; similarly, they may require impressive UCAS Predicted grades. Equally, some courses in
some universities may largely ignore the GCSE profile.
All these different expectations are rarely stated in black and white in prospectuses, which is why
students must research their choices carefully and seek the advice and experience of their tutors
and the HE team. The UCAS Course Search and Unifrog provide entry requirement information,
and are excellent sources of useful information.

Post Qualification Applications
A post Qualification Application (PQA) is made after A Levels, rather than before - usually in the
Autumn term following A Level results (but they can be made at any time after taking A levels).
Post Qualification Applications are usually made because the student:
•
•
•
•
•
•

wants to take a GAP Year (for travel, work, volunteering, experience, time-out)
doesn’t have a clear idea of what they want to study or if they want to go to university at all
doesn’t have a great set of GCSE results and/ or
UCAS predicted grades are low
didn’t do as well as predicted in their A Levels and missed their CF and CI choice
did better than predicted in their A Levels and wants to apply again to different/higher-status
universities next year

We continue to be involved in the HE applications of students who have left the School. PQA
students will be able to use APPLY, through the school, in the Autumn Term after they leave us.
PQA students will need to submit their application before December, so will need to be available to
see their personal tutor and be mindful of dates for potential interviews, when planning their GAP
Year.
Further information about the process will be provided in the Summer Term of the Upper Sixth,
along with details of the Post Results Clinic.
Old Edwardians
Once Sixth Formers have left KES, they are welcome to return for advice, to use the HE & Careers
Centre and simply to keep us in touch with their progress. We are happy to write references for
any future university applications they make, until such time as they enter an HE Institution.
Further details on how to make a Post Qualification Application will be given to your sons and
daughters in the Summer Term of Upper Sixth.

Taking a GAP Year
The GAP Year has always been a very popular option with students at KES, with up to 45% of
students taking this route to university. Some students apply in the Upper Sixth for deferred entry
to university, or, as is increasingly popular, leave their application until post A Level (PQA).
Students wishing to take a “year out” between A Levels and university entrance – a GAP Year –
are advised to plan their time carefully, so that the experiences gained can enhance their CV.
- 11 -

There are many GAP Year institutions offering wonderful experiences in everything from
volunteering to high adventure and details are available in the HE & Careers Library and through
Mr Hyder (JEH), our GAP Year expert. It is important that students check first that a GAP Year is
accepted by their chosen courses, and that any financial implications have been thoroughly
explored. In our experience Mathematics and some Engineering courses tend to prefer students to
proceed straight to university without taking a GAP Year.
Students will be given talks on the GAP Year experience and on planning a GAP Year and are also
encouraged to talk to Mr Hyder about their ideas.
Students whose examination performances and predicted A Level grades do not match
their ambitions, are strongly advised to consider taking a GAP Year and making a Post
Qualification Application, to allow them more time to improve their academic performance.
Most students who take this route are very successful; our records show that PQA students stand
a greater chance of success in terms of university acceptance. This is possibly because PQA
students have had longer to consider their options and more time to concentrate upon achieving
the A Level grades they require.

Post Results Clinic
When the A Level results become available, usually on the third Thursday in August, a team of
experienced HE staff will be available in School for face-to-face consultations. This service will be
available on more than one day, and details will be given to all Upper Sixth students before they
leave the School. Details will also be available on the School website and published to parents online. Please ensure your son or daughter is available in School both to collect their A Level
results and to talk to the HE team if necessary. Please bear this in mind when planning
summer holidays and please be aware that HE staff are usually busy with individual students, so
email contact is not the most effective at this time.
Clearing
‘Clearing’ is a system managed by UCAS which helps students, who did not meet the A Level
grade requirements for their Firm (CF) or Insurance (CI) choices, to apply directly to other
universities that still have spaces available on relevant courses. This allows students to proceed to
university in the Autumn, rather than having to face a sudden un-planned Gap Year. The process
takes place during the Post Results Clinic at KES, under the guidance of the HE team. The
system is open to any students who did not:
•
•
•

meet the entry requirements for their CF or CI choices
receive any offers at all
originally apply to university but then achieved good A Level grades and now want to apply

Many former students have successfully secured excellent university places through ‘Clearing’.
Details of the process, and how you can support your son or daughter through this sometimes
quite stressful period, will be included in the information given to you next year.

Work Experience and shadowing
A large percentage of our Lower Sixth students have already participated in our work experience
programme, but further opportunities exist during Easter and the long Summer holidays, and
Olwen, our Careers Adviser, is happy to help to arrange an individually tailored placement.
- 12 -

Open Days
Coach visits to University Open Days are arranged by the School, where these fall during the
working week. These coach trips are provided to help reduce cost and vehicle congestion, and
parental permission is sought in advance. This year coach trips will probably include a selection
from the universities listed below:
Bath
Birmingham
Bristol
Cambridge

Cardiff
Exeter
Oxford
Southampton

Where an official Open Day trip is organised, we expect students to join this trip rather than make
separate arrangements. Please note that some University Open Day trips are very popular, and
therefore we do advise you to book your places, via KESpay as early as possible to avoid
disappointment. In addition, most universities require students to book online for specific
talks or lectures. Students are advised to check early to ensure they get the most out of
their visits.
We invite you to accompany us on our Open Day visits to various universities, details of which will
be available later this term. Please be assured that parents are very welcome on these trips, but
we do ask, in the interest of the environment, that where a School coach is being provided, this is
the means of transport used.
Unfortunately, it is not possible to visit all universities, and students should discuss visits other than
those run by the School with their personal tutor. Most Open Days take place in the Summer Term
and are advertised to the students in advance. Dates of University Open Days are usually
available on-line later this term and the school will publicise the official Open Day trips for this
summer shortly.
Please note that Cambridge University main Open Day is in July and usually clashes with the
Biology Field Trip. However, individuals can sometimes make arrangements to visit the academic
departments at earlier stages in the year. The School also encourages students to use the
“Endeavour” days to visit universities.
Where a School-organised Coach trip is not available, we ask that, where possible, individual visits
are conducted at the weekends to avoid too much disruption to school work.
We strongly advise students to see the universities of their choice before making an application. In
some cases distance may dictate that a visit occurs outside the university term, but this is still
better than trying to make a decision without actually seeing the university.
We hope to be able to take advantage of these opportunities this coming year, but we will
be very much governed by the Covid situation.

Finance
This issue is probably the most controversial and most publicised feature of HE. The School is not
involved in the financial arrangements for university funding, but students receive information
through our Open Forum sessions. Concerns about funding can be directed to Student Finance
England via www.direct.gov.uk/studentfinance. This website provides a FAQ page which may be
helpful, and we recommend the links provided via our University & Careers pages on the School
website, which, by exploding the myth of “up-front fees”, should allay some concerns. We also
recommend www.moneysavingexpert.com, which has a section dedicated to student finance.
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Applying to university outside the UK
In recent years, a number of students have opted to study in the USA and the EU. Whilst this
remains a relatively small number of students, we provide help and advice to those who choose to
go down this route. The application processes are different from those used in the UK, and the
whole system may at first seem a little daunting.
USA
The main differences between applying to study in the US and the UK are:
•
•
•
•

There is no centralised body like UCAS, so students must submit their applications directly to
individual universities.
Each university will set their own application deadlines and fees, as well as admissions
requirements.
Students apply to the institution, rather than to a specific department within a university.
Offers (also known as admissions decisions) are not usually conditional upon achieving a
particular set of grades.

Each application form is likely to require different information and candidates will need to discuss
why they are a suitable applicant for that particular university, and they may also need to write an
essay. Most applicants will also need to sit an additional general aptitude examination called the
SAT. Some universities will require two or three letters of reference and others may invite
applicants to interview. Students will need to apply for a US visa and there is often an application
fee of approx. $50 - $100 per university. American universities also offer a variety of application
deadline types:
•
•
•
•

Rolling admissions - Students can apply over a set period of time (typically August to spring)
Regular decision - Students typically apply by 1 January
Early action - Students typically apply by 1 November
Restrictive early action - Students typically apply by 1 November

There is no grant or student loan system available, so attending university in America tends to be
very expensive (upwards of £60,000 is not unusual). However, there are sponsorship and
scholarship opportunities available. A number of our students who have applied to universities in
America have been successful in gaining sports sponsorships which often effectively pay the entire
university costs.
EU
Studying in Europe offers the opportunity to improve skills in another language and to experience
the many different European countries and cultures. Again as with the USA, there is no central
system for applications and students will need to apply separately to their chosen universities.
Some courses may be taught in English. Whilst still a member of the EU it is possible for UK
students to study in some European countries without paying tuition fees. However, although fees
may not be hugely expensive everywhere, living costs can be high. The situation is likely to
change post Brexit and we will up-date the information on the School website accordingly.
It is possible for students to apply to study abroad in addition to putting in an application to study at
a UK university through UCAS APPLY.
An HE session on attending university outside the UK will be held later this term for any students
interested in learning more about studying abroad and students are also advised to seek advice
from Mr Hyder.
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The non-university route
Approximately 85% of KES students opt to go to university. However, university life is not for
everyone and there are many excellent reasons for choosing not to study for a degree at
university. Every year some students decide to go straight into the world of work following A
Levels, and a small, but growing number of students are becoming increasingly interested in
applying for apprenticeships rather than studying at university.
Apprenticeships
An apprenticeship is a job with training which allows your son or daughter to earn while they learn,
whilst gaining a nationally recognised qualification. Apprenticeships take between one and five years
to complete and are available in 1,500 occupations across 170 industries varying from construction
to manufacturing through to IT and the creative and digital sectors (and this number is growing all
the time).
Apprenticeships will include elements of on the job and off the job training leading to industry
recognised standards or qualifications. Some apprenticeships will require an assessment at the
end of the programme to assess the apprentice`s ability and competence in their job role.
Obviously a benefit of an apprenticeship is that students will be earning a salary, but of primary
importance, they gain training in the skills that their employers want and there are often excellent
progression opportunities. Your son or daughter would also be learning at a pace suited to them
and with the support of a mentor.
At any one time there are up to 28,000 apprenticeship vacancies available on the Government
website ‘Find an apprenticeship’, in a variety of careers and industries across England. There is
no central system for admissions, your son or daughter will need to check the website regularly
and once the right job comes up, register on the website and follow the step by step instructions to
apply for the role.
An HE session on apprenticeships will be held later this term, for all interested students.
Degree and professional apprenticeships
Degree apprenticeships were launched in September 2015 and the programme now has well over
1,000 apprentices. However, new courses and vacancies are coming on stream all the time and the
total number offered will grow over the next few years. Currently they are offered in the following
career areas:
Chartered Surveying
Electronic Systems Engineering
Aerospace Software Development
Laboratory Science
Power Systems
Automotive Engineering
Construction
Product Design and Development
Licensed Conveyancer
Healthcare Assistant Practitioner
Solicitor
Laboratory Science

Chartered Manager
Aerospace Engineering
Defence Systems Engineering
Nuclear Science
Digital and Technology Solutions
Banking Relationship Manager
Technical Support Engineering
Bespoke Tailoring
Dental Technician
Chartered Legal Executive
Operations Manager
Outside Broadcasting Engineering
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Degree apprenticeships provide an opportunity to gain a full bachelor’s or master’s degree without
incurring any university tuition costs, as students are employed and paid by their employer
throughout the duration of the course. With university tuition fees and living costs on the increase,
this option is likely to become more and more popular with KES students.
The courses are designed in partnership with employers, with part-time study taking place at a
university. They can take between three to six years to complete, depending on the level of the
course. At the moment, the scheme only operates across England and Wales, although
applications may be made from all parts of the UK.
Competition for apprenticeships can be very tough, partly because there are often only a limited
number of vacancies available, but also because adults already in employment will be able to
apply to them too. Employers may also consider applications from existing employees, who may
be applying for apprenticeships for the career progression opportunities they can offer. Students
will need to demonstrate not just academic ability but also the soft skills and interpersonal
qualities that are important for success in their chosen career or company.
At the moment there is no central degree apprenticeship application system, but there is
information available on Unifrog, the UCAS website and the government website:
www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk. However, as degree apprenticeships are offered through
employers, rather than universities, up-to-date vacancies are generally best found on individual
company/organisation websites.
If your son or daughter is interested in gaining a degree via this route, it is important that they
regularly check the range and number of vacancies being advertised for the courses/career areas
in which they are interested, by looking at the websites of companies for which they may like to
work. The timescales for application vary widely and new degree apprenticeships may be added
to the lists at any time. It is important to understand the timeframe from the vacancy being
advertised, to the application deadline through to the apprenticeship start date.
Students are able to apply for a university place through UCAS as normal, in addition to
applying for separate degree apprenticeships.
An HE session on degree and professional apprenticeships will be held later this term, for all
interested students and the HE department will provide on-going support, throughout the
application process, for any students who opt to take this route to HE.

Who’s Who and Contacts
Sixth formers are encouraged to research information for themselves. Their HE Student Handbook
contains useful information and also extensive web links for students to follow. The HE & Careers
Centre contains information on all UK universities, IT programs on HE and various directories and
guides, all of which are freely available to all Sixth formers. The School provides HE advice
primarily through our tutors, but in addition the following members of the Higher Education team
are available:
•
•
•
•
•

Mrs Lem Millar (LSDM) – Deputy Director, Sixth Form (Higher Education & Careers) and
responsible for Medicine, Veterinary Science and Dentistry
Mr Nick Culver (NDC) – Director, Sixth Form (Oxbridge)
Mr James Hyder (JEH) – Sixth Form Higher Education Tutor & Assistant Head of Year (GAP
year placements and foreign universities)
Olwen (OMP) – Careers Adviser, Work Experience & Shadowing
KJ (KJ) – Departmental Administrator (Uni Open Days)
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Any concerns regarding public examinations should be addressed to Mrs Sue Owen (SMO) in the
School’s Examinations Office.
Throughout the entire process – from Lower Sixth to Post A Level application - your son’s or
daughter’s tutor is central to all that happens and should be the first point of contact for
any concerns you may have. We encourage you to liaise with him or her throughout the
coming months and to encourage your son or daughter to make best possible use of the
expertise on offer at an individual level.

We hope that these notes help you to make sense of what often appears to be a very complicated
process, however please do not hesitate to contact us, should you have any concerns that are not
addressed here. Please use your child’s tutor as the first point of contact, but if the issue cannot
be resolved, then do make direct contact with the relevant member of the HE Team. This is
probably easiest via email, using the member of staff’s initials followed by @kes.hants.sch.uk.
We look forward to seeing you at the KES University Fair on 29th January (Covid restrictions
allowing) and then at the HE Parent’s Evening on 11th March, where we will be happy to
answer any additional questions you may have.

Lem Millar
Deputy Director of Sixth Form (Higher Education & Careers)
December 2020
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