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KES LITERARY REVIEW
Miss Phillips is currently
Ms Speck
reading... JVN has recently risen to recommends... Agatha Christie is famed for her
fame thanks to the Netflix
Queer Eye series. The book
delves into Jonathan's early
years, teenage life and
early 20s as they struggled
to find acceptance, their
identity and self love. The
story is difficult to read in
places, but helps to lift the
spirts of readers in similar
situations. Recommended
for 5th Year and Above. A
great read, especially in
this LGBT+ History Month.

Student's View
Guy I, First Year

The Eagle Of The Ninth is set during the Roman
occupation of Britain. The book is told from the
perspective of Marcus, the main character, who is in
search of the standard of the Ninth Legion which has
been lost for many years. Marcus was honourably
discharged from the army after he became unable to
fight due to an injury. He associates special memories
with the Eagle. His father went missing with the Ninth
Legion and the Eagle. Marcus is trying to piece
together what has happened and where his father has
gone whilst he also searches for the standard.
The book is a gripping story,
focusing more on the
characters than battles. This
is one of the reasons that I
enjoyed it so much.
Everyone that you meet has
a unique past and it is
interesting to see their side
of the tale. I would
recommend this book to
any age. I could not put it
down! You can find the
series in the school library
for everyone to read.

most well known series such as
'Miss Marple' and 'Poirot'. But she
also wrote plenty of stand alone
books which are less popular, but
just as good as her most
acclaimed works. Anne
Beddingfield, the daughter of a
famous but impecunious
archaeologist, dreams of a life of
adventure. She is a plucky, clever
and imaginative female lead. And
when she witnesses a murder, we
are led into a gripping mystery
taking us all the way to Africa!
Recommended for First Year and
above.

Mr Nichols - Teacher of
Economics, Business Studies
and Mathematics
Iron, Steam and Money…a rip-roaring tale
of power, jealousy and love in the 19th
Century. Not exactly but a fascinating read
all the same.
I came across this book in Ironbridge,
home of the first (allegedly) and most
famous iron bridge, perched above the
River Severn in Shropshire back in
September. It tells of the men, the
discoveries, the inventions, the hard graft,
the disasters and yes, the happy accidents
that drove Great Britain towards the
Industrial Revolution and beyond into a
century of global economic power. If you
are student of economics or just interested
in our economic history, in amongst the
great human stories are tales of free
markets, market failure, governments and
the origins of climate change, poverty,
inequality and how the great industrialists
of the time tried to deal with these issues.
Understanding how our great economy
was built on coal at a time when the use of
coal as a power source has been all but
eradicated is particularly poignant.

We were thrilled that Ben joined over 50
of our students for an author talk on Feb
23rd. He talked to us about his travels
through the East and around the world
as part of the research and inspiration
for his writing. And he shared his
experiences of working as a vet to
becoming a full time best selling author;
and walking Hadrian's Wall dressed as a
Roman Soldier!

Author
Corner

Ben Kane

Ben Kane is a novelist, specialising in
historical fiction. He is best known for The
Forgotten Legion, Spartacus and Hannibal
book series. Six of his eight novels have
been Sunday Times bestsellers!

Mr Giles - Teacher of Classics

I remember being blown away by this novel as a teenager.
What engaged me was Marlowe's laconic wit, a thoroughly
absorbing and ascerbic style of writing and the finely drawn,
intensely human characterisation of the main player. What
does Eberlin do for a job? He tells us: "I collect noses from
statues." I have constantly returned to this book over the
years, and experience has taught me, as Marlowe observes,
that "in the country of the blind, the one-eyed man is
probably in a circus." This is an iconic spy story, fitting very
well into the post John Le Carre, pre Charles Cumming eras,
and being very much the link between the two. From the
deceptively simple five word opening sentence to the
redemption of Eberlin in the very last, this book drives us on
compellingly alongside a man with the ultimate mission - to
hunt down and kill himself. This is a wonderful and
admirable book. It made Marlowe his first million, was
published in over 30 countries and became a stylish 1968
film with Lawrence Harvey well cast in the title role.

Next week...
BOOK QUIZ!
Wednesday 1:30pm

Wednesday 3rd March 1:30pm on Zoom
ID 93154716989 Password v4TmXx
All students are welcome to compete in our
BIG BOOK QUIZ!

WORLD BOOK DAY at KES

EVENTS &
ACTIVITIES
Friday 26th Feb 3:45pm
First Year Extended Studies & All Students
Author Visit with Matt Dickinson
Meeting ID: 988 3405 5886
Passcode: vAG0Wk
Tuesday 2nd March 4pm
Author Visit with Chris Bradford
All Students invited to Zoom with Chris
Meeting ID: 826 0302 6434
Passcode: 553572
Wednesday 3rd March 1:30pm
All Students Lunchtime Big Book Quiz!
Meeting ID 931 5471 6989
Passcode: v4TmXx
Thursday 4th March 4pm
Author Visit with Ali Sparks
Meeting ID: 943 9320 4776
Passcode: f7GKUi

