Researching Universities and Courses
There are plenty of resources to help
you investigate universities and the
courses they offer.
Degree Course Offers by Brian Heap
and CRAC subject guides are
available in your group base or the
careers room.
The school web site is a good place to
start looking for web based resources
via the Guidance and HE menu item
from the Academic menu.

From the side menu of the next page
choose the bottom item labelled
Links.

The page of links is well worth
exploring. Some are very general,
whereas some are very specific, such
as the BMAT site at the top of the list.
The section on University Admissions
Tests may be relevant to some of you
– please read the information that has
been compiled for you.
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A useful way of exploring universities
according to their geographical
position is the site at
www.scit.wlv.ac.uk/ukinfo/uk.map.html
Clicking on the red dots will lead to a
more information on the universities.

One of the most useful sites is the
UCAS site itself at
www.ucas.com
Choosing Course Search from the first
page leads to masses of information.

Click on ‘courses starting in’ for the
latest year. This will have been
updated for you by the time you are
looking in earnest.
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Try each of the top two search
options. The third is more useful if you
already have a specific course in mind
but requires you to know the course
code.
The top option lets you enter a few
criteria to narrow your list of options.

You can specify just some of the
search criteria, but the more you
enter, the more precise the results will
be.
Select subjects from the VERY LONG
alphabetic list. You may need some
help from your tutor to ensure that you
include related areas that may be
worth exploring.
The list of search results is ordered by
university and lists courses related to
your choices.

Most subject areas will provide you
with a number of course options at
different universities – you will need to
explore all of them to make sure that
you don’t miss the best match to your
interests. Online prospectuses are
available and hard copies are kept in
the Student Guidance Centre
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Clicking on a course will bring up
more information, and will include
links to the Entry Profile.
This is essential reading, since it
specifies the requirements for the
course which will help you to decide
whether it suits you.

To find out what qualifications you will
need, click on:
English, Welsh and Northern Irish
Framework Qualifications.

There are a number of other university
guides available, including those
produced by leading newspapers.
An easy way of finding these is to use
:
www.google.co.uk
Using the search phrase ‘university
guide uk’ will lead you to the sites
from the Guardian and the Times,
among others.
Rankings are displayed at appropriate
times on the HE noticeboard in the
concourse and are always available
from RMG
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THE Guardian site is particularly
useful if you want to look at the
ranking of particular courses. The
Times Good University Guide is
available on request in the Guidance
Centre.
Create lists of course subjects you
might be interested in.
On electronic research sites, scroll
down and click on an area that might
interest you.

Courses from universities are ranked
according to a variety of criteria, and
you can choose the order by clicking
on a column heading.
The results from this can be a bit
more relevant than the overall order of
universities, and there are some high
quality courses at places you might
not expect.
Try to be thorough so that you give
yourself the best information that’s out
there.
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Finally, if you really have no idea at
all, DON’T PANIC! The process is a
long one and you have plenty of time
to gather information. Try tackling the
Stamford Test [on your own] as a
catalyst for thought.
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